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SWISS CONFEDERATION (SWITZERLAND) *

(EXCHANGE OF LETTERS CONCERNING
MUTUAL RECOGNITION OF PATENT
PRIORITY RIGHTS BETWEEN THE
NATIONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS OF
THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS
IN TAIPEI AND THE FEDERAL INTEL-
LECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICE IN BERN ]

Signed and exchanged on December 11, 1995

Entered into force on December 11, 1995

153772
December 1, 1995

Dr. Roland Grossenbacher

Director General

Swiss Federal Intellectual Property Office
Einsteinstrasse 2

CH-3003 Bern

Switzerland

Dear Director General:

As a follow-up to the meeting held on 1 July 1995 in
Bern between your Federal Council for Public Economy,
Mr. J.P. Delamuraz, and our Minister of Economic
Affairs, Mr. P.K. Chiang, as well as the recent contacts
between your Office and my Bureau on the issue of
mutual recognition of patent priority rights between
Switzerland and the Republic of China (ROC), I have the
honor to propose to you the following arrangement:

Provided the Federal Intellectual Property Office
(FIPO) in Bern confirms that the first filing, on or
after 1st of January 1996, of an application for an
invention patent, new utility model patent or new
design patent at the National Bureau of Standards
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(NBS) under the Ministry of Economic Affairs in
Taipei by a ROC national, or a national of another
country which mutually recognizes priority rights
with the ROC, shall have the same effect as the first
filing in a country party to the Paris Convention for
the Protection of Industrial Property; the NBS shall
recognize that a Swiss national, or a national of
another country which mutually recognizes priority
rights with the ROC who first files, on or after 1st of
January 1996, an application for an invention patent
or industrial design with the FIPO or that a Swiss
national who first files, on or after 1st of January
1996, an application for an invention patent, utility
model or industrial design with the patent offices in
another country which mutually recognizes priority
rights with the ROC, shall enjoy the right to claim
priority based on such filing during the period
provided for in the relevant laws and regulations of
the ROC. The priority right claimed in application for
an invention patent filed at the FIPO may be based on
the filing at the NBS of an application for a new
utility model patent or an invention patent, and the
priority right claimed in an application for a new
utility model patent field at the NBS may be based on
the filing at the FIPO of an application for an
invention patent.

If the above-mentioned arrangement is acceptable to
Switzerland, this letter, together with your confirmation of
ROC nationals’ patent priority rights in Switzerland, shall
constitute an agreement to implement the mutual
recognition of patent priority rights. Upon receipt of your
confirmation, we will publish an announcement of the
mutual recognition of the right to claim patent priority
between the FIPO and the NBS in the Official Patent
Gazette.

I look forward to your early response.

Sincerely,
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[Signed]
Tchen Tso-tchen
Director General

cc. Mr. Steve Chen Rney-Long, Representative
Representation of the Separate Customs Territory of
Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu to GATT/WTO,
Geneva

Mr. Tchen Tso-Tchen
Director General

National Bureau of Standards
Ministry of Economic Affairs
185 Hsin-Hai Road Sec. 2
Taipei, 10637 Taiwan

Bern, 11 December 1995

Recognition of the Right to Claim Priority for Patent
Applications

Dear Mr. Director General,

I refer to your letter of lst December 1995
concerning the recognition of the right to claim priority
for applications patents for invention, for utility models
and for designs and have the honor to inform you that we
can accept your proposal. Therefore I have pleasure in
informing you of the following:

The Federal Intellectual Property Offic (FIPO) in
Bern confirms that first applications for patents for
inventions, for utility models and for designs which
are duly filed at the National Bureau of Standards
(NBS) under the Ministry of Economic Affairs in
Taipei by its nationals or nationals of another country
which mutually recognizes priority rights with the
NBS, on or after 1 January 1996, shall have the same
effect as first applications in a country party to the
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Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial HEREZNS - AP RIE

Property. The priority right claimed in an application B 2 TR Rk B R R

for an invention patent filed at the FIPO may be AW HEEGHEAGBIRY S

based on the filing at the NBS of an application for a a1 & B X R A0 R A R HE

utility model patent or an invention patent, and the AT EME A BEA L

priority right claimed in an application for a utility F FHRIFIE G T RAZRES

model patent filed at the NBS may be based on the EIRH A R AE AL -

filing at the FIPO of an application for an invention

patent.

This information - as well as the information that the KAFKEAT AT S
NBS will also grant the right to claim priority for N3 (FBDM) &% L3 N B
applications filed by Swiss nationals and nationals of EBTFHETRIIERAL S
other countries which mutually recognize priority rights b RARE S ERBEAERR
with the NBS in Taipei - will be published in the ZREFREVYHEZHBAEME
December issue of our "Feuille suisse des brevets, dessins 7 o

et marques" (FBDM).

I thank you for your kind cooperation and look B BT
forward to hearing from you.
$bE
Very truly yours, BRI T RABER K
R SR
—hHEF+=A+—8BF
16 &
Roland Grossenbacher
(Director General) Bk FELACEM
Copy to Mr. Steve Chen Ruey-Long, Representative, Wit G HLEE L MAASRMH
Representation of the Separate Customs Territory of MRER BB,/ ERE 5 ek
Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu to GATT/WTO, RER BRARERE

Geneva



	010002MG.001.pdf
	010002MG.002.pdf
	010002MG.003.pdf
	010002MG.004.pdf

